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1 - INTRODUCTION
PurpPosE

The purpose of this guidance manud isto provide asss
tance to local government staff for the implementation of the buffer
modification provisions of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area
Designation and Management Regulations (Regulations). Loca Bay
Act program adminigtrators should use this document when working
with riparian landowners on buffer establishment, management, and
resoration issues. This guidance manua has the potentid to greetly
enhance loca adminigration of the Regulations through improved
riparian buffer management drategies, thereby protecting and, in
some cases, helping to improve the water quaity of the Chesapeake
Bay and itstributaries. Although this manua was written specificaly
for Tidewater Virginialocalities, it may aso serve as aresource for
other communities interested in riparian buffer protection and
management.

ProJECT BACKGROUND

The Regulations require that a vegetated buffer areanot less
than 100-feet wide be located adjacent to and landward of al tidal
shores, tidal wetlands, certain associated non-tidal wetlands, and
aong both sdes of dl weater bodies with perennid flow. These
aquatic features, along with the 100-foot buffer area, comprise the
Resource Protection Area (RPA) and serve adirect water quality
function by reducing excess sediment, nutrients, and potentialy
harmful or toxic substances from groundwater and surface water
entering the Chesgpeske Bay and its tributaries. Riparian buffers
aso help to reduce the magnitude and frequency of periodic flood
surges, provide critical habitat to terrestrial and aguatic species,
stabilize stream banks, and provide recreationd, aesthetic, and
economic benefits.

Since the origind adoption of the Regulationsin 1989, the
Chesapeske Bay Loca Assstance Department (CBLAD) has
noticed significant impacts to riparian buffersin the Tidewater
region. Many of these impacts are adirect result of unmanaged
buffer activities within the 100-foot buffer portion of the RPA.
Under the Regulations, vegetation in the 100-foot buffer must be
preserved if present and established where it does not exist. How-
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ever, the Regulations permit a property owner to modify the buffer
by removing vegetation for the following reasons. (i) to provide for
reasonable sight lines, (ii) the congtruction of access paths, (iii)
generd woodlot management, and (iv) shordline eroson control
projects. However, these permitted buffer modifications raise many
adminigrative and technicd issuesfor locad government staff. If
buffer modifications are not implemented and monitored correctly,
these actions have the potentid to impair the water qudity functions
of riparian buffers. The Department recognized that the local
governments need specific guidance on how to interpret and
implement the sections of the Regulations that address buffer
establishment, conservation, restoration, and modification.

The Department sought funds to provide for riparian buffer
research and the eventua development of aforma guidance manua
that could be digtributed to locd governmentsin the Tidewater
region. In October 2001, the Department was awarded a grant
from the U.S. Forest Service (through the Chesapeake Bay
Program’ s Forestry Workgroup) to undertake the Riparian Buffer
Project. The primary godswere (1) to promote the establishment
and consarvation of riparian forest bufferswithin Tidewater locdities
through the development and didtribution of informational materids
and (2) to publish a buffer guidance manud. A Buffer Issues
Committee was formed and included aff from Tideweter local
governments and the Department. The committee met severd
times, discussed the mgjor riparian buffer issues, and asssted with
the development of thismanua. A Technicd Committee was ds0
established to assist with the more technical aspects of the project
such as buffer planning, design, and establishment (planting). A list
of the contributing membersfor this project can be found in Appen-
dix H of thismanud.

Using the Manual

This guidance manud is intended to provide assstance to
local governments in the adminigtration of the buffer modification
provisions of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act Regulations.
Thismanua primarily focuses on buffer modifications (dteration of
buffer vegetation) rather than development-related buffer encroach-
ments. The Department has published severd guidance documents
that cover permitted development in Resource Protection Aress,
buffer encroachments, and expansion of non-conforming uses.
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There are 84 different locd governmentsin Tidewater
Virginia, each with its own means of implementing the Bay Act. The
intent of this manud is to provide guidance that is generd enough to
accommodate various settings and Stuations, but specific enough to
be useful to loca gaff. The “Recommended Procedures for Loca
Government” sections found in the chapters provide suggested
guidance on adminidrative procedures for handling buffer modifica:
tions. The information in this manud represents the minimum
dandards for consstency with the Regulations, dthough there are
other dternatives available to loca governments that would satisfy
the intent of the Bay Act. Before implementing procedures or
policies that may conflict with this officid Department guidance, the
loca government should contact CBLAD to determineif such
dternatives are a consstent gpplication of the Regulations.

Asyou read through this manua, you will notice thet there
are no in-depth discussions of buffer encroachments for slviculture,
agriculture, or development. These topics are covered in other
CBLAD guidance documents that are available on the
Department’ s website, which is located at www.chlad.gateva.us.
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